The DUNCIAD.                  [A."D
your clothes, be pleased to mention John Filby, at the row, in Water -lane.'" JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, that wa cause he knew the strange colour would attract crow gaze at it, and thus they might hear of him, and see well he could make a coat even of so absurd a colour V After dinner our conversation first turned upon 1 Johnson said, his characters of men were admirably ^1 those of women not so well3. He repeated to us, ij forcible melodious manner, the concluding lines of tlie -£ ad*. While he was talking loudly in praise of those one of the company4 ventured to say, 'Too fine for si
1 In Prior's Goldsmith, ii. 232, is given Filby's Bill for   a  S' clothes sent to Goldsmith this very day : — Oct. 1 6.—                                                                              £
To making a half-dress suit of ratteen, lined with satin    -   J 2 To a pair of silk stocking breeches ------__      2
To a pair of bloom-coloured d\\X.Q -------__      i
Nothing is said in this bill of the colour of the coat ; it is the bre that are bloom-coloured.    The tailor's name was William, not Filby ; ib. i. 378.   Goldsmith in his Life of Nash had said : - ' has a mechanical influence upon the mind, and we naturally are into respect and esteem at the elegance of those whom even ou son would teach us to contemn.    He seemed early sensible of h. weakness in this respect, he brought a person genteelly dress every assembly.'    Cunningham's Goldsmith's Works, iv. 46.
* ' The. Characters of Men and Women are the product of   dil speculation upon human life ; much labour has been bestowed them, and Pope very seldom laboured in vain ____ The Charade
Men, however, are written with more, if not with deeper though! exhibit many passages exquisitely beautiful ____ In the women's
are some defects.'   Johnson's Works, viii. 341.
3  Mr. Langton informed me that he once related to Johnson (o authority of Spence), that Pope himself admired those lines so i that when he repeated them his voice faltered: 'and well it  rr Sir,' said Johnson, ' for they are noble lines.'   J. BOSWELL, juisr.
4  We have here an instance of that reserve which Boswell, i Dedication to Sir Joshua Reynolds (ante, i. 4), says that he has tised.   In one particular he had ' found the world to be a great and, ' I have therefore,' as he writes, ' in this work been more reser yet the reserve is slight enough.    Everyone guesses that 'one O company ' was Boswell.
poenhed so admirably that I emptied my pocket wholly into the collector's dish, gold and all.'
